
Sixth Sunday Year A. 12th January 2023. Choose Good or Evil.   

Last Sunday we were called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world. Today we are 

being reminded by Sirach that our call is not an authoritarian call, but we are given the freedom to 

make our choices. The rule is about choosing between good and evil. There is nothing good more 

than freedom. God has created us and bestowed the gift of freedom to each one of us to do what is 

best for us, the choice to do what we desire most, determined on the cost of our action: under 

normal circumstances we go for the least cost. Ben Sirach put this word to us today, if you like 

you can keep the commandments: he has set for us fire and water, life and death, good and evil; 

whichever we choose shall be given to us. Now we must look at the cost of each mathematically, 

doing good + water = LIFE.   

Fire + evil = DEATH. Logically, if doing good by the water of baptism produces Life eternal, and 

evil through fire of condemnation leads to eternal death, what is the cost of the solutions to this 

problem? The answer is = Fear of God.   

In as much as we are given the right to freedom, none of us has the license to sin, that is, our 

freedom lies only in doing what the Lord commanded us to do: Which is why Joshua said as for 

me and my family we will serve the Lord (24:15). The Psalmist said blessed are they who follow 

the law of the Lord. We need the wisdom of God to accomplish his law as Paul affirmed in our 

second reading.   

Laws are fundamental to human beings made in the image and likeness of God, no wonder despite 

the freedom bestowed to us by God, he does not want us to go astray, he provided us with the 

guidelines or principles to accomplish us in our journey. Since laws are important, Jesus never try 

to abolish the old laws but to strengthen them by modifying them, since he was the fulfillment of 

the law. He urged us not to break the least of the commandments but to obey and teach them to 

others.   

To buttress his teaching on the laws; he said unless our righteousness surpasses that of the scribe 

and the Pharisees, we will not enter the kingdom of heaven. Of course, the scribe and the Pharisees 

were the custodians of the law, and they tried to follow the law, however, most of what they do 

does not reflect what was in their hearts, for example: they will say I love you so much, but it was 

not genuine love. I forgive you, but they were crucifying you elsewhere. They were only good at 

lip service. Jesus cautions us to go beyond these types of people, to love our brothers and sisters, 

and reconcile with them should we have problems. It's only when we reconcile and forgive that 

our offerings be accepted at the altar of God. One of the worst things we can do to ourselves as 

Christians are to sit or continue to dwell in our wrong attitude: remember our rights and freedom 

are not for doing wrong but for doing what is good and for love of God and humanity.  Peace,   

Fr. Jingbe Simon.  


